
With growing demands for skilled workers and a shortage of
qualified employees, the competition to recruit staff is
becoming tougher each day! Throughout the month of
February we will be covering leading employers, training 
opportunities and industry forecasts. The report present a great way to share 
news about your job fairs, community events and training opportunities.

The Ontario Construction News reaches thousands of readers across the province with our
enhanced daily digital editions, e-newsletters and website. Readers include key industry
decision makers such as developers, architects, contractors and government officials.

For details on editorial deadlines, advertising information 
or general questions about the report contact Chase at 
905-341-8686 chase@ontarioconstructionnews.com 

Are you one of the best employers
in the construction industry and 
do you have current job openings
you are looking to fill?
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2 bedroom suites with kitchenette
extended stay rates available

Ontario Construction News staff writer

Despite mounting opposition from
neighbours in the City of Ottawa’s
rural North Gower neighbourhood,
city staff have endorsed a planned
project by Montreal-headquartered
Broccolini to construct a 700,000 sq.
ft. e-commerce distribution building
near Roger Stevens and Highway
416.
The planned Amazon-type ware-

house (Broccolini hasn’t said who the
final tenant will be) would require
zoning and official plan amendments.
City staff have recommended to Ot-
tawa’s Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment Committee that they be
approved.
“While there will certainly be

change, and perhaps for some, nega-
tive impacts associated with the pro-
posed development, there can also
be positive impacts associated with
such a use,” staff wrote. “The vitality
and economic health of rural commu-
nities can often be associated with a
viable industry that can support local
business and attract renewed inter-
est in residential housing stock or in
other new development.”
However, many residents in the

south Ottawa village of about 2,000
have expressed concerns about the
project, concerned that it will end the
area’s rural tranquility and cause traf-
fic, noise, and light pollution in the
area. Acres of farmland would be
converted into a warehouse with
1,800 parking spots, dozens of load-
ing bays, and as many as 1,700 work-
ers – most of whom will commute to
the site from outside the community.

The Ottawa Citizen reports that
Broccolini plans to have the ware-
house built and fully occupied by
2021.
The newspaper said city staff have

acknowledged hearing a myriad of
community concerns during public
consultations and at an information
meeting. “Many of the comments re-
ceived from residents at the meeting,
including written comments received
by the city, were in opposition of the
proposal,” staff wrote.
City staff say traffic concerns can

be addressed by “roadway modifica-
tions and intersection spacing.”  As

well, the builder agreed to reduce the
structure’s height from 30 to 22 me-
tres, and there will be a “no develop-
ment area” between the warehouse
and residential lots on the site’s west
side.
“Other concerns, including noise,

lighting and landscaping, will be ad-
dressed at the site plan control stage
– a phase of the development review
process that deals with the fine de-
tails of a planned build,” The Citizen
reported.
“I feel that we have landed in a

spot that provides more protection
for the nearest neighbours for from

the impacts of industrial develop-
ment,” wrote Coun. Scott Moffat in
support of the staff recommenda-
tions. “I also believe that this applica-
tion is far less impactful from an
environmental perspective as well.
“That said, there are more con-

cerns to be addressed and that time
will come “through the site plan ap-
proval process.”
Broccolini has built other distribu-

tion centres, notably a massive 1.02
million sq. ft. Amazon distribution
centre in Navan in southeastern Ot-
tawa.
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Ottawa city staff recommend green light for 700,000 sq. ft.
distribution centre in rural North Gower area

RECRUITMENT & STAFFING 
REPORT – FEBRUARY


